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THE TREASURER 


ant with the town of Plymouth, for the year 1869. 


Dr. 
To the assessment of State, County, Town and 
School taxes, on resident, $12,126 25 
To the assessment of State, County, Town, 
School and highway taxes, on resident, ie ae 
Assessment on School district No. 1, 308 06 
rm ce No. 2, 206 76 
Non resident tax on School district No. 2, De ae 
Assessments on School district No. 4, 20 40 
A % No. 9, 20 75 
Cash in hands Treasurer, March 1869, 1,332 57 
Bonds on hand March, 1869, 4,560 00 
Cash hired of H. M. Rogers, 1,000 00 
A Mary A. Doton, 200 00 
Cash from the County of Grafton, 336 30 
Cash hired of Mary A. Doton, 300 00 
" John F. Sanborn, 225 00 
a Frank E. Flanders, 60 Ov 
Cash received of State for railroad, savings bank 
and literary, 1,120 67 
Cash hired of Laura H. Barnard, 85 00: 
sas Sarah S. Moulton, 50 00 
- A. W. Avery & Co., 800 00 
Cesk received of Liquor Agent 1868, 177 78 
hired of Mary Emerson, 114 00 
* and abatements of Collector 1868, 1,892 90 
“for whiskey casks, 2 25 
“hired of HH. M. Rogers, 300 OU 
* and abatements of Collector for 1867, 79 48 
ss received of Collector for 1866, 10 OO 
ss " ‘oseph Clark, for rope, i8 00 
* " ‘own of Rumney, for support of 
Mary E. Avery, 20 50 


Reeeived of Campton, expenses of E. L. Coburn, 32 75 
License for shows, 15 00 
from Bridgewater, for R, Hammond, 7 00 
hired of B. W. Moulton, 500 00 
$26,189 45 
THE TREASURER 
In account with the town of Plymouth, for the year 1869, 
Cr. 
1869. 
March 6. Paid on Wm. H. Reed’s note, $300 00 
8. John Nutting expenses to Concord, 7 00 
F. W. A. Robie, services as town clerks, for 
1868, and attendance at court, 53 00 
G. W. Hutchins, for work on bridge 1868, 14 00 
George Reed, note and interest, 48 20 
Samuel George, for coupons, «87 04 
Interest on the same, 57 
13. John Nutting, for town reports for 1867-68, 43 00 
J. W. Preston, Super. School committee, 55 00 
- medical services for Widow : 
Adams, 14 00 
“ for school books, for indigent 
children, 2 18 
16. Benj. Kidder, for breaking roads in 1868-69, 28 05 
‘* literary R. R. and dog money ’68, 24 00 
Wm. W. Cox, note and interest, 281 34 
19. George Sellingham, for coupons, | 49 91 
26. W.H. Reed, on note, 25 00 
| W. W. Wise, for breaking roads, 39 00. 
27. M.S. Brown, services as police for 1868, 20 00 
r John G. Langdon, stationery and expressbill, 7 55 
April 5.. A.J. Pebbles, for bolts for bridge, 2 25 
6. Horace W. Smith, literary and railroad 
money for Dis. No. 9, 1867, 10 26 
10. John H. Marston, note and interest, (T77 26 
David G. Marsh, board of county paupers, 7 25 
April12. Paid Wm. Webber for support of Hannah . 
Bruce in 1868, | 57 07 
N. B Clement on Nancy B. Barber’s note, 40 90 
pe Enoch Warde, on note, 90 00 
Harriet S. Warde on note, 60 68 
22. T. E. Baily for breaking roads in 1868, 7 23 


4 


June 


29. 
¢. 


July 


24. 
29. 


21. 


22. 


24. 


S00 gn 


— 


v 


E. G. Morse for breaking roads in 1868, 12 % 
Moses G. Tucker, on note, 100 
J. P. Bancroft, Supt. N. H. Asylum, for 

C. W. Adams, 170 
Express on above, 
Jos. E. Sanborn, for breaking road in 1868, 6 


Andrew Smith, for breaking ‘roads i in 1868, 6 


John Morrill, t 51 
John M. Shirley, legal services in 1868, 5 
Stephen Glynn, on note and interest, 119 § 


J. S. Tufts, for medicine for Hannah Bruce, 


in 1868, 41 00° 
J. A. Jones, on account of Hannah Bruce, 8 00 
W. M. Pressy, stove for Roxana Rowe on 
account of Hannah Bruce, 16 57 
Seth Doton, on account of Hannah Bruce, 10 00 
Atkinson Bros. & Co., on account of 
Hannah Bruce, 16 81 
Eaton George, on note, 50 00 
Moses Perver, for breaking roads in 1868, 26 47 
Town bonds destroyed in presence of D. 
L. Clark, Charles Atkinson, Select- 
men and Town Treasurer, 4,560 00 
S. W. Davis, medical services for Mary 
K. Avery, 20 30 
S. W. Davis, medical services for KE. L. 
Coburn, 5 00 
John T. Brown, for breaking roads in 
1867-68, 4 71 


Thomas S. Brown, for services at town farm, 3 
Roxana Rowe, for support of Hannah Bruce, 18 
Simeon Eastman, for boarding and nursing 


S. R. Heath, in 1868, 30 
Eaton George, balance of note and int., 104 ¢ 
C. K. Kelly, medical ser. for Hannah Bruce, 10 & 
J. M. Merrill, coffin for E. L. Coburn, 12 
Jonathan Ferrin, for breaking roads and 
plank, 1868, t1 ¢ 
H. W. Smith, breaking roads, March 1869, 4 
J. B. Rand, breaking roads in 1868, SS THELG 
Mary B. Mitchell, interest on note, Oo 4 


Warren Wilkinson, damage on wagonin 1868, 2 

Stephen Glynn, interest on note, 42 

eos Wells, literary and dog money 1868, 24 
Avery, for Prudence Ward, for land 

: damages, 4() 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


18. 


6 


Samuel Dearborn, for breaking roads on 
Pike Hill, 1868, 
Timothy Cheney, on note, 
J. S. Robie, for support of Ichabod Robie, 
Maria M. Dearborn, on note, 
S. W. Davis, medical services for S. R. 
Heath, 1868, 
J. P. Bancroft, support of C. W. Adams, 
Express and postage on same, 
L. M. Howe, cost for Ichabod Robie, 
J. Burrows, for Wm. Webber, vs. Roxana 
Rowe, 
Mrs. E. G. Dearborn, on note, 
A. W. Avery, int. on Ruth Avery’s note, 
Enoch Ward, poll tax refunded from 1857 
to 1862. 


3 00 
50 00 
50 00 
20 00 


35 00 
55 60 


20 00 


48 00 
19 65 


F. W. A. Robie, payment of services as town 


clerk, 1869, 

Jonathan French, conveying A. P. French 

boy to Boston, 
J. S. Tufts, support of Hannah Bruce be- 

fore the fifth of May 1869, 

A. G. Smyth, for note book, 
John Nutting, for plank, 1869, 
J. M. Boynton, for notes, 


£8 interest on the same, 
Timothy Cheney, for ncte, 

uf interest on the same, 

9 on note, 


Noah J. Nutting, for work on Boynton road, 


James McQuesten, for notes and interest, 

WA. Draper, for work on new road, 

Adaline Merrill, for notes and interest, 

James Keeble, for services as police, 

Stephen Glynn, on note, 

J.S. Robie, for board of Ichabod Robie, 

C. L. Corliss, for work on highway, 

Wm. H. Reed, on note, 

Benj. Kidder, for breaking roads, 

Otis Young, for crossing field 1868-69, 

J.P. Bancroft. Supt. of C. W. Adams, 

Express on above, 

Samuel Milligan, for plank, 

John Morrill, for repairing highway and 
» bridge, 

Clark & Houston, for rope to repair bridge, 


50 00 
10 00 


80 00 
12 00 
743 83 
190 00 | 
804 40 

9 00 
53 44 
138 37 
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Noy. 13 Cheney & Connell, for painting guide boards, few fe 
Horace W. Smith, railroad and literary 


money District No. 9, mda Oo? 
16. Henry Homans, for railroad, literary and 
dog money for 1868, 24 00 
Henry Homans, R. R. for 1869, Dis. No. 5, 15 00 
17. H. L. Sargent, for work on new road, 10 50 
N. J. Nutting, sy : 43 50 
19. Wm. Harriman, railroad and literary 
money District No. 12, 15 00 
20. Roxana Rowe, for support of Hannah 
Bruce, . 10 00 
22. Russell & Batchelder, for land damages, 8 00 
A. G. Smith, for support of Nathan 1 
Johnson, 8 50 
29. Charles Haselton, for land damages on 
Boynton road, 25 00 


Kimball C. Corliss, for breaking roads in 
1868, and repairing roads and bridges 
in 1869, ) 34 85 
30. H. L. Sargent, for work on Boynton road, 147 00 
Dec. 4. Roxana Rowe, for support of Hannah 


Bruce, . 10 00 
A. W. Avery, freight on timber, 2 50 
9. Cyrus Corliss, services as police, 6 00 
N. A. Pike, literary money 1869, “215 00 
11. Maria M. Dearborn, on note, 2.3100 
J. F. Sanborn, literary money, ~ 15 00 
14. H. UL. Sargent, for drill, 2 25 
16. H.W. Gove, literary money,'! .’: 15 00 
Paul Seavey, work on bridge, 21 50 
Luther Webber, work on bridge, 49 00 
Simeon Eastman, ¢¢ 195. 25 - 
18. Roxana Rowe, for support of Hannah 
Bruce, 10 100 
Calvin A. Lewis, for work on bridge, 2 00 
21. Orrin Folsom, for insurance of town 
buildings, 6 22 
27. Stephen Glynn, on note, b1 82 
T. EK. Bailey, for services as police, 6 00 
29. Amos Clark, for coupons, | 54 64 
Louisa Martin, ff 40 98 
Sophronia Sanborn, for coupons, 150 25 
* Mary A. Doton, : 34 15 
31. Washington George,  * 628 30 
ae ’ se : 


‘“ 218 56 


i870. 


Jan’y 1. 


19. 


8 


Warren Wilkinson, for work on highway, 
Hiram Cross, for coupons, 
Sallie ‘L. Perkins, for coupons, 


Patch Clifford, for coupons, 

Roxana Rowe, for support of Hannah 
Bruce, 

Charles Haselton, for coupons, 

Russell, Webster & Co., for coupons, 

Chase W. Calley, 


D. F. Cummings, « 
George H. Sellingham, Ae 
Samuel Shute, - 
Samuel Burns, ke 
Thomas Shute, mR 
Aaron Currier, f. 
Hannah Weed, oe 
Isaac M. Merrill, as 


John Keniston, for land damages, on 
Boynton road, 

Charles Spaulding, for timber for bridge, 

Job Kimball, for coupons, 

Mary R. Martin, for COUPON; 

L. M. Howe, 

Cheney & Co., Express, for coupons, 

Sarah Coffin, on note, 

Lucy Stearns, for coupons, 

Bruce Shute, wines 

Harvey M. Rogers, for coupons, 

Simeon Moulton, “ 

Curtis Cummings, os 

Roxana Rowe, for support of Hannah 

Bruce, 
Judith C. Ward, on note, 
D. H. Currier, for coupons, 


Isaac M. Merrill, land damages on Boynton 


road, 
C. D. Penniman, for coupons, 
Samuel George, 


H. C. Homans, wood for Mrs. Jas. Stearns, 


George Reed, for coupons, 

D. L. Clark, for coupons, 

H. E. Heath, 6 

D. R. Burnham, for coupons, 

V. N. Bass, services as Liquor Agent 
for 1868-69 to February, 


2 55 
252 65 
40 98 


40 98 


10 00 
47 81 
68 27 
20 49 
54 64— 
47 81 
34 15 
218 47 
20 49 
54 64 
27 32 
13 66 


30 00 
36 43 
13 66 
68 30 


$ 


Jan’y 25, WV. N. Bass, services for police for 1868 


be -88, 


19, 


and part of 1869, 30 00 
VY. N. Bass, for services as Liquor Agent : 
and storage of liquors from Feb. 20, 
to Dec. 1, 1869, 15 70 
Seth Doton, work on bridge, 57 20 
29. Roxana Rowe, support of Hannah Bruce, 15 00 
J. P. Bancroft, for supportof C.W.Adams, 66 05 
Express on same, 25 
Nathaniel Batchelder, for coupons, 13 66 
D. F. Cummings, for surveying highways, 6 00 
1. Henry Wells, literary money, 15 00 
4. A.W. Avery, for damage paid Geo. Powers, 6 00 
7. Simeon Moulton, interest on note,. 9 00 
8. Wm. Webster, for coupons, 13 66 
Wm. Reed, balance of note and interest, 177 85 
Geo. H. Sellingham, work on. bridge, 9 00 
Roxana Rowe, support of Hannah Bruce, 10 00 
Silas M. Spencer, literary money, __- 15 00 
T. J. Adams, for gravel, 1867, 3 00 
16. Moses Corliss, services as Bene, 6 00 
17. Several school districts, ; 1,001 70 
Calvin Clark, public watering trough, 
and timber for bridge, 5 00 
H. W. Merrill, breaking roads, guide 
. boards and witness bills, 31 52 
Clark & Houston, for plank and ropes, 136 OL 
18. W.W. Wise, for breaking roads in 1869-70, 138 82 
J. G. Smith, for repairing roads. 9 25 
Bliss Davis, damage to sheep by dog, — 2 00° 
A. W. Avery, expense to Concord, 7 00 
D. D. Keniston, work on bridge, 23 00 
A. Barnes, board of transient persons, 14 25 
State tax, 2,406 00 
| County tax, 1,148 78 
21. Samuel Stickney, interest on proportion 
; of Livermore bridge, . 84 87 
22. E. W. Avery, for use of stone tools, 1 00 
Kk. W. Avery, for investigating common, 8 45 
23. John Boynton, for work on bridge, 2 00 
G. W. Calley, railroad and literary money 
for District No. 2, 15 00 
Clark & Houston, for plank for Baker river 
bridge, 78 63 
B. F. Ellis, damage to carriage, 8 00 
John S. Tufts, for Rufus Hammond, pauper, 6 00 
Rufus Hammond, pauper, 1 06 


10 


Feb’y 23. John Nutting, literary and R. R. money 


24. 


26. 


Union District, No. 2, 7 50 
John Nutting, for plank, | 1 34 
D. L. Clark, for services as Sheriff, 1867, 15 00 


D. L. Clark, for cash paid witnesses, in 


Coffin case in 1868,. 9 04 

Enoch Warde, for stone for bridge, 80 
J. W. Preston, for record of births, deaths, 

and books for indigent children, 5 31 

Jesse Smith, for witness fees, Coffin case, 1 49 

B. F. Gould, for water trough, 3 00 


Wm. A. Draper, for breaking roads, 1869, — 3 60 
Overseers of poor for support of C. J. 
Johnson, 12 00 
A. J. Morgan, for breaking roads in 1869, 3 84 
6s 


Jonathan L. Clay, a 3 30 
Andrew Cilley, non resident highway tax, 50 
Samuel F. Jewell, money refunded, conse- 
quence of dead horse, 1 65 
S. W. Davis, witness in Constantin case, 77 
Jonathan Ferrin, wintering cow for Nathan 
Johnson, county pauper, 19 00 
Freeman Cook, in two orders, for use of 
town hall, 55 00 
E. K. Smith, premium for collecting taxes 
7 1869, 75 00 
James Keebles, for work on bridge, 6 60 
Special tax District No. 1, 279 49 
" +, No.,2; 180 00 
As “ No.4, 16 73 
ss “« No. 9, 19 36 
Overseer of poor, 70 03 
A. G. Smyth, services as Treasurer, 75 00 
Seth Doton, services as Selectman, . 121 00 
A. W. Avery, » tf - 110 00 
H. M. Rogers, & 4s 104 00 
Seth Doton, journey and expense to Ell 
worth, Hampton, examining records, 7 00 
Seth Doton, stationary and postage, 4 83 
A. W. Avery & Co., note and interest, 805 07 
In Collectors hand for 1869, 1,348 57 
Paid Auditors, 5 00 


Cash in hand of Treasurer, 457 67 


1} 


Abatement of Taxes for 1867. 


David Gould, Poll Tax, | 4.32 
Milo P. Jewett, Poll Tax, 4.32 
Luther Webber, “ *¢ | 4,32 
O.M. Seavey, “ « 4.33 
Seth Greenleaf, not collectable, 43.20 


Abatement of Taxes for 1868. 


A. K. Bruce, Poll Tax, 
Galen Eastman, Poll Tax, 
Levi Farmer, - 
Davidssiyon he" ons 
David Gould, Poli Tax, 
Moses C. Harvey, taxed in Mass., 
Wm. L. Houston, 

David J. Hobart, Poll Tax, 
Geo. W. Lovejoy, “ “* 
Leonard Palmer, “ * 
John H. Robinson, 

Owen Sullivan, 

» O. M. Seavy, 

A. H. Twambly, 

John 'Twambly, 

J. B. York, 

Moses L. Flanders, 
-Augustus Wescott, 

Abner Buzzell, Poll Tax, 
Chase F. Clifford, Poll Tax, 
A. P. French, $65 
eo. tT. Ordway, “ ‘“ 


AHDWONDWDARDAARUAUMDWML, 
Ses ntowqewoqoeonded 


60 
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Luther Webber, “ and special, 10 
Sylvester ‘“ ‘“¢ tax; | ) : 60 
Hatch Bartlett,  “ and special, 8 83 
Bb. F. Smith, Ta ‘* part tax, 13 57 
1869. ahd, 

Uriah Pike, Poll Tax, over 70, 4 13 
John Loud, Poll Tax, 4 13 
Wilbur C. Stearn, cow dead, 7 1 10 
Wid. N. C. Cummings, over taxed, 5 00 
K. C. Corliss, cow dead, 38 
John W. Whitman, over taxed, 1 43 
Parson S. Cross, et 1 50 


Wm. M. Ray, wu 1 37 


12 


Wid. C. B. Adams, town and special tax, 


Solon Currier, poll and special, 

School house tax on Town Farm, 

Geo. W. Lovejoy, poll and special, 
Rufus Hammond, town and special, 
Town Farm, State, County, Town, &c., | 


Discount on State, County, &c., for 1869, 


31 68 


985 46 


$26,189 45 


We have examined the preceeding accounts of the Treasurer, 
and the following accounts of the overseer of the Poor, for 
the year 1869, and 1870, and find the same correctly cast, 


and properly vouched. 
Plymouth, Feb. 26,1870. | 


L. M. HOWE, 


WASHINGTON GEORGE, 


Account of the Overseers of the Poor. 


a“ Auditors. 


YR eheived of the County of Grafton for support of r county pau- 


pers, 
‘* Gilman Houston, 
ai Peas, 

6 


6“ For use of Bull, 

os Noah Melvin, for one Pig, 

% J. E. Sanborn, ** two Pigs, 
a6 for work on new road, 

“ Jd. N. Vesper, for butter, 

6 A. G. Smyth, for Cow Hide, 
us Mr. Stevens, for Pork, 


6 for difference between Oxen and Int. 


6 1 Ox yoke, 
6 1 Cow, sold C. A. Lewis, 


as E. G. Morse, for oxen one day, 
ef Samuel Dearborn, for two young eattle, 
he E. G. Morse, for 35 lbs. veal, 


& for Mason & Fox, bill, 
a A. G. Smyth “ 


ae 


12 00 
(25 


ew yi 


cr bo ee 
ow 


ESSSsssss 


15 


Received of Russell, Bill & Co., bill. 21 70 
- A. J. Morgan, for two Pigs, 10 00 

a. J. L. Clay, for 7 1-2 days work. 7 5O 

6 J. L. Clay, ‘“ 4 bush. Oats, 3 20 

te J. L. Clay, 1280 lbs. Hay, 8 96 

ne J. L. Clay, for one Pig, 5 O00 

“i M.S. Brown, for Beef, 9.09 

*; Cash on hand, 18 72 
from Treasurer, 70 03, 


th pe ren a JS Se SE 


Paid John Nutting, for work in haying, 20 25 
‘+ J. W. Preston, for medical services, Lb2 
** Seth Doton, for ox bows, 50 
** A. L. Simonds, for blacksmith bill, 1 70 
‘© W. M. Pressy, for mending tin ware, 75 14 
‘* For revenue stamp, 2 
** A. L. Simonds, for making cider, 86 
$f Ny ‘+ threshing oats, 5 75 
‘* M.S. Brown, blacksmith bill, 10 33 
i Ji. Tufts bill, 8 00 
* T. EK. Bailey, for doctoring hog, 50 
* Ward, McQuesten & Hull, bill, 2° Dd 
* J. L. Clay, for 10 1-4 days work, 12 50 
*« J. L. Clay, for horse hire, 40 
** Ki. G. Morse, 1 bush. potatoes, 1 00 
** A. J. Morgan, 3 1-2 days work. 3 O0 

7% ae for horse hire, 2 49 
x “ 1 axe, 1 50 
“ A. L. Simonds’ wife. for services, 200 00 
* Russell, Bill & Co., bill, 25 18 
‘$< A. G. Smyth, bill, 64.17 
** Mason & Fox, bill, 32 68 
** Russell, Bill & Co., for enamel cloth, 1 Es 
** Seth Doton, overseer, 10 00 
‘** Doton & Rogers, appraising, 3 OO 


$421 79 


Schedule of Stock and Provision on Town Farm, Feb. 22, 1870. 


1 yoke oxen, 180 00 
4 cows, 160 00 
1 three year old steer, 40 00 


14 


1 two year old heifer, : 26 00 

2 year old heifer, 25 00 

2 shoats, 30 00 
14 hens, 7 00 
10 tons hay, 150 00 
30 bushels corn, 39 00 
1-2 bushel beans, : 1 00 
230 Ibs. flour, 9 50 
60 bushel oats, 36 00 
50 bushels potatoes, 25 00 
29 Ibs. dried apples, ' 3 48 
300 Ibs. pork, 60 00 
100 lbs. ham and pork, 16. 00 
2 lbs. candles, 40 
75 Ibs. sugar, 10 50 


17 lbs. cheese, 
26 Ibs. lard, 
10 gallons vinegar, 
17 lbs. tallow, 
1 bbl. soap, 
Oat straw and seed Pay ; 
50 lbs. beef, 
4 gallons boiled cider 
3 bushels India wheat, 
Garden sauce, 
(rroceries, 
25 Ibs. butter, 


Se Ow 
S 
S 


$869 71 


Indebtedness of the Town March 1, 1870. 


Notes and interest to April 1, 1870, 25,299 70 
Bonds outstanding, 11,200 00 
Interest on the same to April 1, 1870, 168 00 
Outstanding coupons on bonds, 127 77 
Literary and railroad money due ‘Dis. No. 7, - 15 00 


$36,810 47 


Means of Paying the Same. 


Cash in hands of Treasurer, 457 67 
6 Collector for 1865, 120 00 
és 6 1866, 144 29 


15 


Liquor and casks on hand, 25 00 

Balance in hand of Otis Young. 10 00 

- Collector for 1869, 1;848 57 

Due from the panty, e support of Hannah W. Bruce, 80 00 
a ‘© Nathan John- 

son’s family, 27 50 

“ 3 ‘* transient persons, 14 25 


$2,228 28 


Total indebtedness, $56,810 47 
Total assets, 2,228 28 
Balance against the town. $34,582 19. 


SETH DOTON, ) Selectmen 
A. W. AVERY, yf 
H. M. ROG ERS, fiphieak 
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To the Selectmen of Plymouth, N. H. 


———. 4 <> @ ae 
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Is 


ts of the Laws of th 


lremen 


th the requi 


lance Wl 


In compl 
State, I hereby submit my Annual Report as Superintend 


School Committe of this Town. 
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By reference to the preceeding table, it will be seen that 
there have been, during the year, nineteen terms of school, of 
an average length of ten weeks. The whole number of scholars 
in town, 315. Average attendance, 215. 


The total amount of money devoted to the support of schools, 
$11,51.69. 


The majority of schools she been a success, and a marked 
improvement manifested in the several branches of studies 
pursued. . 


Some of our teachers have failed in securing that high stand- 
ard of dicipline that is so necessary, in order to sustain a really 
profitable session, but happily this state of things has extended 
to only two or three terms. 


I am pleased to state that there have been no expulsions, and 
I have neither seen nor heard of a case in which such a course 
seemed at all advantageous. This, I think, is partially owing 
to the increased interest taken by parents in our Common 
Schools. 


And still there is a great lack of interest on their part. 
Why can they not realize that in our Common School is the bul- 
wark of our nations future greatness. 

Let every parent visit the school, and thus show to their chil- 
dren that they have a common interest with them. 


District No. 1. 


This District had a summer and winter term. The summer 
term was taught by Miss Jennie Chamberlain, a teacher of con- 
siderable experience and ability, consequently the scholars 
made fair progress. The winter term was taught by C.J. 

srown. It was his first attempt at teaching and all things con- 
sidered, he sueceeded very well. This district has made a de- 
cided improvement in the appearance of their house, and they 
now have a nice, neat and well arranged school-room, and no 
doubt their scholars will amply repay them by an increased in- 
terest in their studies, 
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.No. 2, Has been very fortunate in its choice of teachers; 
They have all understood their duties well. Three better teach- 
ers will seldom be found. The summer term was a profitable 
one, and knowing the teachers of the winter term as well as } 
do, I have no hesitancy in reporting both branches of this termi 
eminently successful, although the school being still in session, 
the closing examination has not been made. 


No. 8. This district has had two terms of school. The sum- 
mer term taught by Miss Lucy H. Heath, a young, and some- 
what inexperienced teacher; but one who bids fair, judging 
from her success, to become one of our best feachers. The 
winter term was taught by Miss Sanborn, an able and experi 
enced teacher. ‘Professional erigagements and the weather com- 
bined, made it utterly impossible for me to visit this school at 
its close, but judging from the success which attended her efforts 
in District No. 12, I have no doubt it was a good and profitable 
school. 


No. 4. This district also had two terms. The summer terni 
taught by Miss Edgerly, was a good schoo] with one exception. 
‘The winter term was taught by Miss Bailey, a teacher of con- 
siderable experience, and her school passed a very creditable 
examination. 


No. 5. This district had but one term, taught by Miss M. 
Alcesta Homans, a good teacher, and one who is so well known 
as such in this community, that comments are unnecessary. 
This district has avery poor school house, situated in a very 
poor place. I am pleased to learn that steps are being taken 
to remedy this evil. 


No. 6. This district had two terms of school, the summer 
term taught by Miss M. E. Stevens, one of the best teachers | 
ever saw to get along in disorder and not be troubled in thie 
least; scholars did accordingly. The winter term was taught 
by Mr. J. S. Morrill, which was his first attempt, but he pos- 
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éesses the elements of an excellent teacher. His school appear- 
ed well and I think he gave universal satisfaction throughout 


the district. 


No. 7. This district also had two terms. The summer term 
taught by Miss Woodman, and the winter term by Miss M. L. 
Ellison, both young, but very good teachers; the scholars were 
studious, and made marked improvement. 


No. 8. Both terms of school in this district were taught by 
the same teacher, and both teacher and scholars used their best 
efforts to maintain the reputation they had previously gained of 
being the best school in town, and all things considered, I think 


they succeeded. 


No. 9. A good work has been performed in this district. 
As it has proved, the choice of teachers was a happy one. The 
summer term was taught by Miss M. M. Clark, an able and ex- 
perienced teacher, who commenced a thorough, systematic and 
efficient work, which was ably continued during the winter term 
by Mr. George H. Adams, a young man possessed of rare abil- 
ity, and who proved himself to be capable of teaching an excel- 
lent school. This school which had acquired a bad reputation, 
is now, I think, entitled to rank among our best. 


No. 12. The summer term resulted rather unfortunately, but 
the winter term taught by Miss Sanborn was a success. The 
pupils made rapid progress in the right direction and deported 
themselves creditably. 


Having taken a rapid glance at the several schools in town, 
your committee feels confident that no one can say that injus- 
tice has been done them, or that any school has been a total 
failure ; and yet, some schools have not come up to the standard 
your committee would have liked to see, but far short of it. 
Still, I think the schools of this town will compare favorably 
with any in this community. | 


bo 
—_— 


There are many things that are operating against our District 
Schools. First, teachers are employed by the Prudential Com- 
mittees, and a public notice given, that such a person is to 
teach, and the school to commence at such a time. On Satur- 
day evening or Monday morning, before the school is to com- 
mence, the candidate presents herself or himself for « certificate. 


The examination has to be a hurried one, perhaps the appli- 
cant has most of the qualifications of a good teacher and would 
do nicely in some other school, but is quite unfit for, the particu- 
lar school for which they are engaged. The committee refuses 
to give the certificate, they are thus publicly disgraced; the 
feelings of the friends injured, and the Prudential Committee 
disappointed. 


The inquiry may arise. How shall we obviate this evil? 
Let the Prudential Committee exercise the same care in the se- 
lection of the teacher of his children, that he would in the selee- 
tion of a partner in business, and before he engages them, send 
them to Superintending Committee, and thus ascertain whether 
they are qualified for that particular school, for it is not to be 
expected that a Prudential Committee, especially one who never 
visits his school, should always know whether his choice has 
been a wise one or not. All this may be done quietly, and if 
the candidate is not adapted to the school designated, they may 
be sent home, and no cne except the parties interested will be 
the wiser. Then there is no disgrace, and they may be employed 
in some other district, where they may do themselves credit. 


Then, again, parents take too little interest in what is going 
on in the school-room. Some parents who, I venture to say, 
have grown up sons and daughters, have never been in their 
schools since they were there as pupils. Therefore, I say par- 
ents, visit your schools, and take an interest in what your 
children ought to learn, and what the teacher is wishing to have 
them learn; but do not take a gossiping interest, or let your 
children overhear remarks that would be detrimental to the char- 
acter of a good school, as such remarks will do more harm than 
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half a dozen errors on the part of the teacher. 

Another evil which should be rid of is the muitiplicity of text 
books. ‘There is no sense in having five or six different kinds 
of arithmetics and several different kinds of grammars in town. 
Notwithstanding Cornell’s series of geography was introduced 
more than two years ago, still there are parents who persist in 
sending their children to school with Colton & Fitch’s Geogra- 
phy. 

After a careful examination of several arithmetics, namely, 
Greenleaf’s, Eaton’s, Walton’s, Quackenbos’ and French’s series 
of arithmetics, I came to the conclusion, that they all had some 
merit, but in my estimation, French’s series is just adapted to 
the present wants of our town schools, and having their interest 
entirely in view, I would be pleased to see all the arithmetics 
now in use in our town, banished and French’s series substituted 
in their place. 


As to grammars, I am not prepared to give an opinion. Even 
our best teachers differ as to the merits of the different gram- 
mars now in use. So far as I have been able to learn the pre- 
ference is given to Quackenbos’. 


There have been no changes of text books during the year, 
except to furnish the pupils with Dalton’s Physiologies, and 


Harper’s writing and drawing books, in place of the numerous | 


varieties, that were fast finding their way among us, and the re- 
sult has been favorable. 


The only uniformity of text books now in use is Hillard’s 


series of readers, Cornell’s geographies, Dalton’s physiologies, 


and Harper’s writing books. 


Earnestly wishing the prosperity of the town, and the good 
of the youth therein, I respectfully submit this report. 


J. W. PRESTON, 
Superintending School Committee. 
Piymouty, N. H., Feb. 24, 1870. . 


—_—— 


